
 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Life of Cities Undergraduate Internship  

 

About the Stanford Project on the Civic Life of Cities Lab (CLCL) 

Over the past decade and a half, Stanford researchers, led by Professor Woody 

Powell, have been following a random sample of 200 San Francisco Bay Area 

nonprofit organizations. We have built a longitudinal database based on 

interviews with the executive directors, analyses of their public documents, and 

tax records. The focus of this research has been to understand how different 

forms of management and leadership are related to organizational practices, 

survival, and resilience, and how dynamics external to individual organizations 

can affect organizational transformation. Now the research has expanded into a 

new research initiative called Civic Life of Cities Lab (CLCL). CLCL focuses on 

five cities – the San Francisco Bay Area, Seattle (the Puget Sound Region, 

including Tacoma and Olympia), Shenzhen, China, Sydney, Australia, and 

Vienna, Austria.   

 

Scope of Work 

The Civic Life of Cities team is looking for a diligent undergraduate or master's 
student interested in developing social science research skills to support survey 
implementation in the Puget-Sound Seattle and Sydney areas.  
 
In this role, you would be expected to help the team: 

• Collect contact information from publicly available sources  

• Support survey collection through outreach efforts via email, phone and 
in-person interviews  

• Analyze and code text data from social media  

You have a chance to provide valuable input to the various city research teams. 
Local knowledge of the nonprofit landscape in Seattle or Sydney area will be a 
plus.  

 
Requirements 
Stanford undergraduate and graduate students across all disciplines are welcome 
to apply. Research skills (qualitative and quantitative) are advantageous, but 
besides being able to use Excel there are no methodological prerequisites. 
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Based on previous experience with RA's on this project, we expect that you would 
be able to learn a fair deal about social science research, which is especially 
beneficial to students considering graduate school or policy work.  
 

Pay Rate 

Commensurate with experience   

 

Hours 

Average of 10 hours per week, flexible work environment, apart from short 

meetings once a week all work can be done remotely 

 

How to Apply 

 Email the following to Program Manager, Valerie Dao at vdao@stanford.edu 

 1) Your CV 

 2) Unofficial transcript,  

 3) A cover letter outlining why you’re interested in this topic and why you’d like 

to gain social science research experience  

 

About Stanford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society 

Stanford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society (Stanford PACS) is a research 

center where scholars, practitioners and leaders explore how philanthropy, 

nonprofits and civil society create social change. 

 

The Stanford Center on Philanthropy and Civil Society (Stanford PACS) develops 

and shares knowledge to improve philanthropy, strengthen civil society and effect 

social change. We bring together Stanford faculty, visiting scholars, postdoctoral 

scholars, graduate and undergraduate students, and nonprofit and foundation 

practitioners. As publisher of Stanford Social Innovation Review (SSIR), we 

inform policy and social innovation, philanthropic investment and nonprofit 

practice. 
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